
We are an independent law firm 
with an international vocation, 
which provides business-oriented 
legal advice to Italian and foreign 
companies willing to do business 
in Italy.

OUR VALUES

Diligence, competence and proactivity 
are our strengths, which enable us to 
offer innovative legal solutions and a 
tailor-made assistance to our Clients.

Our Firm advises, assists and represents in Court companies (whether listed or not), banks, 
global financial institutions, investment firms, asset management and FinTech companies. 
We are committed to understanding their business and helping them to achieve their goals.
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PRACTICE AREAS

Corporate and commercial

Mergers, acquisitions and 
other extraordinary transactions

We assist national and foreign companies operating in Italy in defining, drafting and 
negotiating various types of commercial contracts, including international ones (among 
which, sale and purchase of goods and services, distribution, franchising, licensing, etc.), also 
in relation to their updating, novation, cancellation, resolution or termination.

We also advise our Clients with regard to extraordinary transactions, including mergers, 
acquisitions and split-ups (including at cross-border level), sales of going concern, corporate 
reorganisations and other corporate finance deals, since their early stage and up to 
completion/implementation thereof, also assessing the compliance thereof with applicable EU 
and Italian competition law.

Banking & finance 
and related regulatory aspects

Our Firm operates in a wide range of matters in the banking and finance field, including but 
not limited to licensing procedures, structuring of products and services, drafting of 
contractual platforms for providing the latter to the public, assistance in respect of inspections 
of EU and national supervisory authorities, and corporate reorganisations. We also focus on all 
regulatory aspects relating to the above areas.

FinTech

The Financial Technology (or FinTech) refers to the innovation of products and services in the 
financial, credit and insurance sectors, as well as in the regulated markets at large, by 
leveraging on the digital technologies (such as AI and DLT). Our Firm advises FinTech 
companies and start-ups in licensing procedures, structuring of services, setting-up of the 
related contractual platforms, as well as in dealing with the competent EU and national 
supervisory authorities.
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Compliance 

We assist our Clients in drafting, supplementing and updating strategic planning and policy 
procedures, which define their organisational and corporate governance frameworks, as well 
as in the adoption of compliance, internal control, risk management and other operational 
systems.

Litigation

When instructed to do so, our Firm represents companies, banks, financial institutions, 
investment firms, asset management and FinTech companies in Court, in respect of corporate, 
banking, financial, investment and insurance disputes (including appealing against sanctions 
issued by EU and national supervisory authorities), as well as in the context of actions for 
damages brought by their clients for alleged breach of the provisions governing banking, 
financial and insurance services.

Pro bono 

Pro bono consists in the legal assistance and advice, provided voluntarily and free of charge, to 
non-profit organisations and disadvantaged people. Our Firm is professionally, socially and 
ethically engaged in devoting part of their working time to pro bono, for the advancement of 
the public good and the improvement of the legal system. In this context, we have co-founded 
Pro Bono Italia, the first non-profit association of lawyers for the promotion of a pro bono 
culture in Italy.
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Carotenuto Studio Legale was founded in 2015 by Giovanni Carotenuto, 
an Italian lawyer qualified to plead before the Court of Cassation, with 
more than twenty-five years of experience, both in Italy and abroad, 
gained in international law firms and investment banks.

Graduated at Federico II University of Naples and holding a Master's 
degree in European Law (LL.M.) from the University of London, Queen 
Mary College, Giovanni has significant experience in contentious and 
non-contentious work relating to corporate, banking and finance, 
regulation of financial, investment and asset management services. 
He also deals with corporate governance and compliance related 
matters and provides legal assistance to FinTech firms on the 
development of business initiatives and models. For almost a decade, 
Giovanni has been serving, as an independent member, the 231 
Supervisory Committee of the asset management division of a leading 
global financial institution. He regularly lecturers banking and 
financial regulation and FinTech at the postgraduate course Diritto & 
Impresa of 24ORE Business School. 
Giovanni also dedicates part of his time and resources to the promotion 
of a pro bono culture in Italy, also in his quality of co-founder and 
Chairman of the Board of the association Pro Bono Italia.
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